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Chapter One 


Sir Chiu Feng-chia was born at Tung-lo village, Miao-li, Central 
Taiwan on November 28, 1864. He was born at the time when the 
Ch’ing government reigned China and Taiwan was part of it. 


At four, he started his formal education under a well-known 
scholar. Two years passed and he could write poetry. At seven, he 
could compose essays. No wonder he was dubbed "child prodigy" 
because of his remarkable talents. 


At the age of fourteen, he took part in an annual junior national 
examination in Tung-lin. The then Governor to Taiwan and Minister of 
Education, Ting Zie-charng was very much surprised at this youngster, 
who was the first one to hand in his test paper. Governor Ting then 
requested the youngster to write a hundred pieces of poetry on 
bamboos. The youngster took his orders and began to compose. he was 
smart enough to finish the task in a short while. He was praised a lot 
and given a plaque on which the words" Talent of Tung-lin" were 
engraved. 


Later he went to Beijing, the capital of Ch’ing dynasty, to partici- 
pate in an advanced national examination. He passed the test and was 
conferred "Chin Hsih", a degree likened to a Ph.D. at that time. 


During his stay in Beijing, he was disappointed to learn that the 
Ch’ing government was irreparably corrupted and began to worry about 
the future of China. So, when appointed Minister of the Engineering 
Department by the Ch’ing government, he turned down the offer. After 
realizing that he could do nothing for a government that was up to its 
teeth in corruption, he packed up and made his way back home in 
Taiwan. 


Chapter Two 


In 1894, he was 31 years old, during which the Ch’ing government 
and Japan were at war over the Korean issue. Unfortunately, the Ch’ing 
government lost the war. Lee Hung-Chang, an imperial minister and 
diplomat was designated as a senior envoy to make peace with Japan. 
In the negotiations, Lee was compelled to sign the Treaty of Ma-kuan, 
in which Taiwan was ceded to Japan. When this bad news reached 
Taiwan, people were shocked and filled with exasperation. Sir Chiu 
Feng-chia broke down in tears at the news. 


In order to fight against Japan and defend their soil, he associated 
with his fellow patriots and Taiwanese celebrities and together they 
made plans for the defense of Taiwan. After they petitioned the Ch’ing 
government to nullify the shameful treaty and were declined, he and his 
men held a conference to discuss the possibility of declaring indepen- 
dence from the Ch’ing government. 


In the conference, Tang Chin-sung was proclaimed President of the 
Republic of Taiwan, Chiu Feng-chia, Vice President-cum-Commander in 
chief of the Militia, and Liu Yung-fu, Managing Director. 


On May 1, 1895 Taiwan was officially announced as independent 
and adopted the name "Jung-ching" as the style of their reign. The 
national flag was a yellow tiger on the blue ground. All the systems 
were based on those of democratic nations. They had the Congress and 
Congressmen, who were chosen from the elite of society. 


Sir Chiu Feng-chia contributed money and energy to the country 
and summoned the youth to join the army in the name of "Fighting 
against Japan and defend our soil", Soon all the youth of Taiwan 
responded to the summons and vow to fight for the country. They were 
formed into 160-plus battalions, 32 of which were given special combat 
training. The army was named the Militia. Tang Ching-sung defended 
the northern part of Taiwan, Liu Yung-fu defended the southern part 
and Chiu Feng-chia the central part. 


By some accounts, Tang and Liu had feud with each other and 
always had different opinions, so that they failed to cooperate closely 
to fight against Japan. Sir Chiu urged them to discard their differences 
and told them to wholeheartedly defend the soil since it concerned the 
survival of the country. Sir Chiu's Patriotism and devotion had obvi- 
ously reveled to us but that didn't seem helpful to Tang, who, at the 
critical moment of the battle, deserted his post and fled the country to 
Mainland China. 


Chapter Three 


The fight against the Japanese invasion was fierce and bloody. Fight- 
ing bravely and determinedly, the Taiwanese Militiamen had made the 
enemy soldiers suffer heavy casulties. However, due to the lack of 
heavy artillery, they could not resist the Japanese reinforced army and 
lost the battle. 


When the Japanese army landed on the island, the Militia, led by 
Sir Chiu Feng-chia fought the enemy for 20-plus days and nights. 
Chiu’s soldiers did not give up the battle until their ammunition was 
exhausted. 


Soon after the Japanese learned that Sir Chiu was the founder and 
leader of the Militia, they were furious and offered a handsome reward 
for his head. But Sir Chiu took no notice of it and vowed to fight to 
the last and prepared to die for his beloved country, Taiwan. His loyal 
subordinates including Gen. Hsieh Tao-lung, however, persuaded him 
and asked him to leave Taiwan for Mainland China to wait for the 
opportunity for counterattack and restore Taiwan. Knowing that insignif- 
icant sacrifice wouldn’t do any good, he decided to act on their advice 
and left the country with many tears. Before departure, he wrote six 
poems, in which he revealed his courage and determination. 


He then went back to his ancestral native town, Chiao-lin, Kwang- 
tung. On the wall of his bedroom hung a plaque, on which he inscribed 
the words "Nien Tai" meaning always remember Taiwan. He also named 
his son "Nien Tai" to remind himself to take vengeance upon the 
Japanese and restore Taiwan. In one of his poems, he left us a very 
touching message. He said, "I am not convinced that Taiwan has 
become the territory of the Japanese since I dream of her day and 
night." 


Chapter Four 


Later on, Sir Chiu Feng-chia devoted himself to educational work 
in order to help educate the promosing youths and develop their talents. 
He set up scores of elementary schools in the province of Kwang-tung 
and Fukien. He also established two normal institutions at Wen-fu and 
Shang-hang village in Chiao-lin, Kwang-tung to train the students to 
become teachers. Meanwhile he himself served as principals in Canton 
High School and Dialect Practicing School in Kwang-tung and Kuang- 
Si. 


During his tenure of principal’s office, and during the high tide of 
the revolution led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen to topple the Ch’ing government, 
he employed many of the revolutionists as the teaching staff of the 
schools. They adored him as a teacher and as a friend. In the midst of 
the revolutionary battles, such as the noted Yellow Hill Campaign and 
the March 29 Campaign, he took advantage of his position to shelter 
the revolutionists and protect them from being arrested. 


When the Revolutional Army took over Canton, he was elected as a 
representative from Kwang-tung and took part in the conference to 
discuss the formation of the Nanking Provisional Government. When 
the Congress was constituted, he was chosen as a Congresssman. 


Notwithstanding Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s success in overthrowing the 
Ch’ing government, and established the first democratic country in 
Asia, there were still a lot of conflicts in interests among comrades, 
which, Sir Chiu Feng-chia thought, would endanger the fledgling 
nation. He was indignant and heartbroken. Before long he was stricken 
by a serious disease. On his death’s bed, he uttered his last words: I 
love Taiwan and I shall never forget her. He died on Feb. 25, 1912 at 
the age of 49. 


Mr. Chou Lu. one of his former students, once said when he was 
president of the Sun Yat-sen University, he published Sir Chiu Feng- 
chia’s posthumous handwriting poetry, titled "Ling Yun Hai Ze Lou" 
(Clouds Above The Mountain And The Sunrise Over The Sea). which 
became a hit at the time when the Republic of China and Japan were at 
war. In the poetry, Mr. Chou observed that his teacher, Sir Chiu Feng- 
chia had exhibited his courage and determination. most important of all, 
his deep-rooted love to his country and his countrymen. 


Chapter Five 


So, this was the man, who was an advocate of democracy, who led 
the national struggle for independence and brought about many signifi- 
cant reforms. This was the man, who, after failure in fighting against 
the Japanese invasion and occupation of Taiwan, devoted himself to 
helping the youths on Mainland China to get good education to become 
promising and useful individuals. 


He is a national hero and respectable scholar and educator, who 
continues to have a place in the hearts of his fellow countrymen on 
Mainland China, on Taiwan as well as in Hongkong. 
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